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“We should be shining lamps, 
giving light to all around us.”

C A T H E R I N E  M C A U L E Y



hisTory of maria College

Maria College was founded on April 25, 1958 by the Religious Sisters of  
Mercy to serve as a sister formation college, an institution providing higher 
education for the community of  sisters.  

In the early 1970s, the college opened a preschool that served Albany families 
for more than 40 years. Now closed, the campus school building has been 
renamed Mercy Hall and was dedicated in 2017 to the Frank E. O’Brien, 
Jr. Student Support Center.  The Maria Office of  Student Affairs provides 
caring service to Maria students so they feel welcome, supported, and enabled 
to meet their goals.  Support services include peer and professional tutoring, 
accessibility services, opportunity programs, and career guidance.  

In 1975, Maria College purchased a cloistered convent campus that abutted 
the administration building grounds. Known for its stunning architecture and 
inner courtyard, Marian Hall, home of  the President’s Office, was awarded a 
designation by the Historic Albany Foundation in 1986.

maria is a privaTe College, founded in 1958 on The prinCiple of serviCe 
To oThers. To This day, ThaT prinCiple drives everyThing we do—from 
The way we supporT our sTudenTs in The pursuiT of Their degree To our 
ouTreaCh To The surrounding CommuniTy. ThaT prinCiple also is The 
hallmark of The maria graduaTe, The guiding forCe behind an enduring 
CommiTmenT To improving The lives of oThers.



In recent years, the campus has undergone major renovations as part of  
the Campus Master Plan. Stemming from a charge in the Strategic Plan, 
the multi-stage plan’s ultimate goal is to enhance the student experience 
here at Maria College and to make sure our campus, buildings, and spaces 
better reflect our mission and heritage. This project includes the renovation 
of  the McAuley Building to serve as learning spaces for the Occupational 
Therapy and Nursing programs; the relocation of  the main entrance to 
the western side of  Marian Hall and the creation of  the Great Lawn to the 
building’s east; renovations to the Main Building to include an elevator, 
handicapped accessible entrance, enhanced laboratories and the campus cafe; 
improvements to learning technology in all classrooms; and the beautification 
of  the campus’ natural landscaping to reflect the beauty and values of  our 
Mercy heritage. The plan also included the acquisition of  the 5.5-acre 
property located to its south and the deconstruction of  the 92-year-old barrier 
wall surrounding the original cloistered convent campus. This purchase is the 
largest one-time expansion in the College’s history.

Maria College is one of  the 17 institutions sponsored by the national 
Conference for Mercy Higher Education network, which currently enrolls 
more than 40,000 students throughout the United States. Maria College serves 
approximately 850 students and boasts a charming and intimate campus that 
embraces an academic atmosphere both timeless and contemporary.

Maria College helps students transform their futures in preparation for 
rewarding careers of  care and compassion for others. We offer academic 
programs in nursing, occupational therapy, and arts and sciences. We offer a 
nationally ranked associates in Occupational Therapy Assistant, a bachelor’s 
in Health & Occupational Sciences, as well as a master’s in Occupational 
Therapy.  Maria has one of  the most well-respected nursing programs in the 
Capital Region offering two bachelor completion programs in Nursing, an 
associates degree in Nursing (RN), and a Practical Nursing Certificate (LPN). 
In addition to occupational therapy and nursing programs, Maria College  
provides a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts, Psychology, and Healthcare 
Management, as well as degrees in Liberal Arts and General Studies.



mission and values

maria is a CaTholiC College sponsored by The sisTers of merCy and 
animaTed by The merCy Charism. iT provides Career-relevanT, opporTuniTy 
eduCaTion in The ConTexT of The CaTholiC inTelleCTual TradiTion To all 
who Can benefiT from iT. maria is CommiTTed To ouTsTanding and holisTiC 
sTudenT supporT serviCes, finanCial susTainabiliTy and The purposive use 
of evidenCe To drive insTiTuTional renewal and sTudenT suCCess. maria 
seeks To fosTer graduaTes who reCognize and respeCT The digniTy of every 
human person and who will Transform Their knowledge and skill inTo 
Caring and CompassionaTe serviCe To oThers.

Service - Caring and compassionate service to others, in the Mercy 
Tradition, is offered to all, especially to those in need, both on campus and in 
the wider community.

Scholarship - Scholarship is nurtured in the relationships that arouse and 
nourish the spiritual gift of  justice and belief  in integrity, not primarily for 
one’s own sake, but for the service of  others.

Justice - Maria College is committed to opportunity eduction; a belief  in 
fair and transparent practices; and a respect of  the rights and duties of  each 
individual. We educate and advocate for social justice, focusing on the Critical 
Concerns of  the Sisters of  Mercy.

Diversity - Diversity aims to create and support an inter-cultural 
environment that is strengthened by the development of  each individual, the 
recognition of  unique backgrounds, and respect for diverging perspectives.

Hospitality - Maria College is marked by a dedication to diversity and 
inclusion and a warm and generous welcome to all, as well as compassionate 
outreach to both campus and community members and groups.



65Th anniversary

1958-2023: Maria Celebrates 65 Years

On April 25, 1958, on behalf  of  the New York State Education Department, 
the Board of  Regents granted a charter to found Maria College. This year is a 
celebratory milestone as we look back on how Maria has transformed over 65 
years providing opportunity education in high-demand careers to all who can 
benefit.

The Sisters of  Mercy founding principles continue to move us forward, and 
core to our culture are these mission and values. The College marked the 65th 
year anniversary with two weeks of  celebration including: 65th Anniversary 
Celebration and mascot reveal, Inaugural Lecture, Prayer Service, and 
concluding on May 6, 2023 with the installation of  Maria College’s sixth 
president, Dr. Lynn Ortale, who began her role in July 2022. 

Revealed during the 65th Anniversary Celebration on April 25, 2023, Maria 
College’s mascot, the Monarch butterfly, is a symbol of  transformation, 
change, and hope. Not a mascot of  athletic competition, but rather a mascot 
emblematic of  the College’s compassion and kindness. A protector and 
guardian of  our students, our clinical patients, and our community. The Maria 
Monarch reminds each of  us of  the power within to both transform others as 
well embrace our own transformation.



symbols and TradiTions

The custom of  wearing academic regalia dates back to the 12th century when 
caps and gowns marked the formal admission to the body of  Masters. The 
gowns served a practical purpose to protect teachers from the cold buildings 
of  the time. Many of  these early teachers were monks; therefore the hoods 
resembled a monk’s cowl that attached to the gown and could be pulled over 
the head. Later versions featured a detached hood.

Regalia

The European tradition of  academic regalia traveled to the United States. 
In 1895, the United States adopted a specific code for academic apparel that 
has had slight modifications since its adoption. Until the Civil War, students 
at most American universities wore caps and gowns daily while in residence. 
Today, the academic regalia is reserved for special occasions like inauguration 
and commencement ceremonies.

The gown

The gown is made from a black material, or signifying colors of  the 
institution, with varying degrees of  fullness. The sleeves indicate a 
person’s academic credentials. Those with a bachelor’s degree have long, 
pointed sleeves and the gown is worn with a closed front. A person with a 
master’s degree wears the gown open with a distinctive full length square 
sleeves that are crescent shaped at the bottom. The doctoral gowns are 
worn closed and have velvet panels on the front with full, round open 
sleeves with three cheverons. Presidential regalia has four chevrons.

The hood

Academic hoods tell an individual’s academic story. The hood is three and 
a half  feet long and has velvet edging. The colors of  the edging indicate 
the discipline: apricot (nursing), brown (architecture and fine arts), citron 
yellow (social work), crimson (journalism/communications), dark blue 
(philosophy), gold (science), green (medicine), lemon (library science), 
light blue (education), drab (business), orange (engineering), peacock blue 
(public administration), pink (music), purple (law), sage green (physical 
education), scarlet (theology), and white (arts and humanities).



The Cap

Academic caps vary by institution. Some use black mortarboards with 
black or colored tassels that relate to the conferred degree. Gold tassels 
are frequently worn for doctoral degrees. Some institutions have adopted 
a tam instead of  the traditional mortarboard.

Regalia foR pResidenT oRTale

President Ortale wears a specially designed gown of  Maria College blue 
with four navy chevrons indicating her rank as President. The gown 
includes the new College icon, created to include the design of  the 
stained-glass windows found in Marian Hall. The velvet of  her hood 
is dark blue and gold, representing her Ph.D. with satin blue and gold 
representing Maria College. Her eight-sided tam is topped with a metallic 
gold tassel.

College MaCe

Maria College ceremonial occasions begin with the entrance of  the College 
mace, carried by a designated mace bearer. The mace bearer for the 
Commencement ceremony of  Maria College is Assistant Professor of  English 
and Senior Academic Advisor, Anne Devlin, MA.

The mace symbolizes the College’s governing authority and is present only 
when the president and trustees are in attendance. It signifies the proceedings 
have official sanction.

The tradition of  the mace derives from medieval times in England, when 
the mace was held by a bodyguard for dignitaries at ceremonial functions. 
Ceremonial maces are used by governing bodies worldwide, including the U.S. 
House of  Representatives and the British Parliament. 

The College seal

“The Divine Lord is present in our midst to aid us in every difficulty, to enable 
us to surmount every obstacle on our way to His kingdom.” 

- Catherine McAuley



The Maria College seal combines a series of  symbols characterizing the 
purpose, not only of  the College, but also of  the Sisters of  Mercy who 
established the College. The name “Maria” honors Our Lady of  Mercy, 
patroness of  the Sister of  Mercy.

An open book, the heraldic indication of  a college, occupies the center field of  
the seal. On the left is a shield with red and gold bars topped with a Maltese 
cross. This shield connotes Mercy, the essence of  all Divine attributes and the 
distinctive feature of  the humanitarian objectives undertaken by the Foundress 
of  the Sisters of  Mercy, Catherine McAuley. The Chi-Rho on the right 
represents the Christocentric training, the core of  the College curriculum.

The crown at the top-center is a tribute to the patroness of  Maria College, the 
Queen of  Heaven. A cross reaching from crown to book symbolizes the far-
reaching principles permeating all phases of  Maria College life. 

The pResidenTial Medallion

Each president of  Maria College has worn a medallion embossed with the seal 
of  the College and the names and tenure of  each past president. President 
Ortale, sixth president of  Maria College, will wear the chain today for Maria 
College’s 61st Commencement ceremony.



board of TrusTees

mary Jo laposTa, ph.d., ms, rn, board Chair

andrew J. kaufman, viCe Chair 
sisTer kaThleen priTTy, rsm, seCreTary

virginia arbour, Treasurer

lynn orTale, ph.d. 
Joseph bonilla, Jr. 
miChael T. Cassidy

paula Colarusso

barTley J. CosTello, esq. 
edward f. garrigan, pls

sisTer Jean mCginTy ‘62, rsm, msn, rn 
Carole monTepare ‘71

sisTer ellen murray, rsm, ph.d. 
Tom nardaCCi

maureen e. o’brien

kaThleen owens, ph.d.
Tom w. roberT 
Jeffrey weiss 

maureen wendell



program

AcAdemic Procession

pomp and CirCumsTanCe • The naTional anThem

anne devlin, maCe bearer

GreetinG

anna maria d’amiCo ‘23 (nursing, aas), renaissanCe sCholar

invocAtion And introduction of President ortAle

dr. mary Jo laposTa, rn, Chair, maria College board of TrusTees

Welcome

dr. lynn orTale, presidenT

the mcAuley AWArd for distinGuished service introduction 
Colleen Carmody, ed.d., rn

honoree

riChard siek

AWArdinG of honorAry doctorAte of humAne letters honorees

dr. Joseph m. mCdonald, viCe presidenT of finanCe

honorees

mary l. sullivan, rsm, ph.d. (posThumous) 
shaloni winsTon, ma, mba

commencment messAGe to GrAduAtes

shaloni winsTon, Ceo The arC lexingTon

PresentAtion of cAndidAtes for BAchelor & 
AssociAtes deGrees And certificAtes of study 

dr. anne s. Jung, viCe presidenT of aCademiC affairs

conferrinG of deGrees

dr. lynn orTale, presidenT

Alumni Welcome

viCki dilorenzo, viCe presidenT for insTiTuTional advanCemenT

rite of commissioninG And Benediction

sr. kaThleen priTTy, rsm

recessionAl

*Please remain in place until all graduates have recessed.



2023 sTudenT awards

ouTsTanding aCadeMiC aChieveMenT 
 

liberal arTs, ba 
margareT h. kilTs

healTh & oCCupaTional sCienCes, bs 
maCkenzie marie brown 

 
healThCare managemenT, bs

TraCey sawka

rn-bs degree in nursing CompleTion 
alisha mae frazee

psyChology, bs
evangeline ruTh murphy

nursing, aas
isabella marie reinmann

oCCupaTional Therapy assisTanT, aas
danielle lane sChoeCk

nuRsing, aas CliniCal exCellenCe awaRd
kaTie ann lapishka & eriC russell Thomas

nuRsing nighTingale awaRd

rn-bs degree in nursing CompleTion nighTingale award

lauren seebald, rn

nursing, aas nighTingale award

kefira n. Cunningham

nursing, pnC nighTingale award

melissa a. keen 

BeaRldean BuRke awaRd – oTa
Presented to the student who has shown sustained academic achievement  

throughout the Program, who has Persevered through challenges, and who  
embodies the caring sPirit of the Profession

Janysia m. Crowson



The Class of 2023
sCholarship reCipienTs

The andRea lewis siek aas nuRsing sCholaRship 
Jine g. CharlesTon

allied healTh sCholaRship 
sunil masih 

Bishop huBBaRd seRviCe sCholaRship 
alexander Cooper

The ChaRles h. naTTell ’73 sCholaRship  
sydney Charles hill Jr. & ChavonTe Tyronza edwards

doRoThy a. Connolly MeMoRial sCholaRship 
delara begum

euniCe anTonuCCi sCholaRship 
alexander Cooper

The g-TeC / ReCoveRix annual sCholaRship 
ChavonTe Tyronza edwards & kaTie ann lapishka

JaMes J. dodge MeMoRial sCholaRship 
kaThleen bird & sydney Charles hill Jr.

 
key Bank sCholaRship 

hunTer a. blaCkburn, aimee marie gould-pryba & mohanie ramsukh

lauReen a. fiTzgeRald, RsM, sCholaRship 
amy rose gordon

MaRie C. loponTo endowed nuRsing sCholaRship

elizabeTh ashley weiss



MaRy k. knapek sCholaRship

Chiniqua m. diCkson & sydney Charles hill Jr.

The MauReen e. o’BRien and paul f. vogT sCholaRship

ChavonTe Tyronza edwards

noRTheasT MeRCy sCholaRship 
ChavonTe Tyronza edwards

The RoBin l. BuRkhaRdT ‘06 MeMoRial sCholaRship

sunil masih & samanThia lynn mauro

Rose BlaiR MeMoRial sCholaRship 
laCey n. barTon, JessiCa e. fosTer, Johnlee monTinor & elizabeTh ashley weiss

shapiRo/lynCh sCholaRship

abigail a. pierCe

 
The TheResa MCdonald sCholaRship fund 

aimee marie gould-pryba

ThoRne nuRsing sCholaRship

Jine g. CharlesTon, kaTie ann lapishka, sunil masih & samanThia lynn mauro

Continued



healTh & oCCupaTional sCienCes

	 =**  hannah noelle bailey

   kendra r. bergeron

	=***  maCkenzie marie brown

   samanTha lee donovan

 *  gilberT Jones kimaro

	 Ω	 	Maria	a.	MiM

   lauren davia veTTer

	 Ω	 	Jessica	M.	White

 
healThCaRe ManageMenT

   Chri T. aye

   delara begum

 *  Caren a. hansford

 =**  halle elisabeTh miller

 **  Cao lan Chi nguyen

 =***  TraCey sawka 

nuRsing Rn-Bs CoMpleTion

 **    susan ann burdiCk

   karyn byron anThony

       *   Jennifer marie del rio kosTenwein

	 v*    lynne marie delveCChio-finn

	v**    marCella deuel

   Chiniqua m. diCkson

	v***    alisha mae frazee

v***  susan m. gundrum

	v**    CrysTal hodge

	v***    Jason douglas kraCh

           
   sunil masih

   Tyron lamar mCClary

 *    abigail a. pierCe 
	 v	   lauren seebald

	v**  marah vinCenT

 **  pamela Jo wang

   
psyChology

 **  kokese J. ballou

	 =**  evangeline ruTh murphy

   hein pham

 *  arnold pyram

 

BAchelor of science

  ***  hiChesT honors

  **  high honors

  *  honors 
		 Ω				Graduate	in	auGust	
  =  pTk 
  v  sTT / omi

BAchelor of Arts
liBeRal aRTs

	=***    margareT h. kilTs

 Nursing RN-BS Completion ontinued

The Class of 2023

* honors     ** high honors     *** highesT honors

= phi TheTa kappa honor soCieTy   v omiCron sigma ChapTer sigma TheTa Tau inTernaTional honor soCieTy of nursing

Ω	deGree/certificate	requireMents	Will	be	coMpleted	by	auGust	2023



nuRsing

   peTer r. agaTe

   Chelsea diane alden

   miChelle l. amaTo

   shana lee amey

   india n. anderson

   laurel rose anson

	 =**    brianna lynn arnold

 *  alexandrea C. baCkus

   alexis marie barnes

   laCey n. barTon

   mohenee binda

   kaThleen bird

	 =**  valerie lynn bishop

   hunTer a. blaCkburn

   emma C. boaz

   sarah marie bouCher

 *  maura CaTherine bruening

   Camille alexa Caballero

   lionardo miguel CaJulao

   TraCey elise Callan

   mikayla ashley Carlson

   Charlene m. CarsTon

   kyle lynn Casey

   Jine g. CharlesTon

   sarah elizabeTh Chinsammy

   roselea s. CoTrofeld

   sivan lilay Cromika

   kurTis p. Cummins

 **  kefira n. Cunningham

   anna maria d’amiCo

   brianna m. derosa

   doris T. diggs

   kaiTlyn diguilio

   rawaTTie sookram doodnauTh

   Jeidga C. ebanks

   brianna l. febbie

	 v*  alexa marie ferraro

   JessiCa e. fosTer

   Jayna J. franCis

 *  Jennifer a. generoso

	 v*  vinCenT Joseph gennaro

 **  aimee marie gould-pryba

 *  kaiTlyn elizabeTh graham

   alexis n. gregory

 *  summer s. han

   emily ann hanley

   lynn ann hassy

   zaChary haTCh sr.
   naTalie helm

   sydney Charles hill Jr.
 **  hailey s. hinkel

 *  elizabeTh b. hood

   sheniqua s. howard

   rubeena ishmael

   gayle marie Jubak

   Caroline kaffka

   erin paTriCia kelly

 *  alexander kim

   aubrey leigh elizabeTh konkle

 *  ayal a. kushner

 ***  kaTie ann lapishka

   shiromanie devi laTCha

   sarah e. lawTon

   rebekah lynn lombardi

   heidi ann mahay

   zemira malovCiC

 *  samanTha lynn maloy

 **  Taruna d. manie

   Torrin ashley manion

AssociAte in APPlied science

* honors     ** high honors     *** highesT honors

= phi TheTa kappa honor soCieTy   v omiCron sigma ChapTer sigma TheTa Tau inTernaTional honor soCieTy of nursing

Ω	deGree/certificate	requireMents	Will	be	coMpleted	by	auGust	2023

The Class of 2023



 Nursing continued
 *  samanThia lynn mauro

   emily g. mCgill

   megan elizabeTh mCgillyCuddy

   skye dominique mCkinney

   lisa i. mello

   savannah k. meyre

   olivia lina millard

   sarah mohamed ali

   morgan Taylor monaCo

   Johnlee monTinor

   sara e. morizio

   erin m. murphy

   lisa hunT newberry

	 v*  faiTh Therese nieber

   miChael g. o’brien

 **  skylar w. perTilla

   sheraldi m. pierre

 *  melissa mary pisCiTella

   aaliyah sharlee praTher

   rebeCCa m. primero

   kevin prudenCio

   amanda J. przyChodny

 *  mohanie ramsukh

	v***  isabella marie reinmann

   kelsey graCe resCiniTi

 *  evelyn lorraine riChards

 *  Jill marie risko

   alani ChrisTia roC

 **  briTTnay alexandra roChe

   madelynn elaine rohne

 **  benJamin JaCob rosenThal

 *  alli a. rowell

 *  krisTen marie ruggiero

   keiThleen elizabeTh ruiz-laboy

   arezo sarwari

   sheri ann sChmiTz

   Trishia faye m. serrano

 *  linda siConolfi

   gina marie sliTer

   Chynelle leigh smiTh

 *  rebeCCa rose sTanislowsky

 *  emily elizabeTh sulik

   Colleen sullivan

 *  renee m. summers

 *  melaney ann szklenka

   lindsey marie Tamburro

   ChrisTien kuaTe TChuinTe

   roChelle lee TeerlinCk

   anna marie Thayer

 **  eriC russell Thomas

   marCelle a. ThornTon

 **  angeline ashley varney

   CaTiria i. vasquez

   brienna lynn vassar

 *  JessiCa Jenna vidal-deJesus

   ChrisTopher James vroman

   elizabeTh ashley weiss

   nadirah a. wilds

   amber lauren winTer

   shanieCe m. woods

   peisheng zhuang

oCCupaTional TheRapy assisTanT

 ***  karen louise hanna allen

	 =**  isabelle hope aTTanasio

   kendra r. bergeron

   nikki bradley

	=***  maCkenzie marie brown

 *  sylvia Caddle-Callender

   alexander Cooper

 *  Janysia m. Crowson

 **  amy rose gordon

 ***  alexandra solange harney

	 =  samanTha lynn pulver

 Nursing continued

The Class of 2023

* honors     ** high honors     *** highesT honors

= phi TheTa kappa honor soCieTy   v omiCron sigma ChapTer sigma TheTa Tau inTernaTional honor soCieTy of nursing

Ω	deGree/certificate	requireMents	Will	be	coMpleted	by	auGust	2023



   Josie ryan

 *  shae CaTherine sCarselleTTa

 ***  danielle lane sChoeCk

 Ω  sinae sin-maCalpine

    lila marie verra

   emily Janine weaTherwax

   JessiCa zhen

certificAte ProGrAm

pRaCTiCal nuRse

  CourTney J. alCanTara

  kamla bissesar

  aliCia e. byrd

  daniell m. Cleary

  roCkell hursT

  yogiTh Thomas Joseph

  brandon w. kalle

  melissa a. keen

  aima khalid

  marina shinae lapres

   raChel e. lennon

   ChavonTe Tyronza edwards

   lakieTa r. windley-parker

   abigail saines

   Chris a. saines

   rain blair sTeenland

   aliCyn h. van voorhis

AssociAte in science

Practical Nurse continued

Occupational Therapy Assistant continued

geneRal sTudies

   fern f.r. Crawford

   Corisha s. Johnson

   blair der moo

The Class of 2023

* honors     ** high honors     *** highesT honors

= phi TheTa kappa honor soCieTy   v omiCron sigma ChapTer sigma TheTa Tau inTernaTional honor soCieTy of nursing

Ω	deGree/certificate	requireMents	Will	be	coMpleted	by	auGust	2023

Degree candidacy for the above is based on academic information effective 
May 15, 2023 and is subject to adjustments until the records are finalized.



maria College 
Class of 2023 giving

Our newest graduates are giving back in honor of  those who supported 
and encouraged them on their educational journey. The Class of  2023 gifts 
will support student scholarships at Maria College. These graduates are 
recognized today with special blue and white philanthropy cords as a part of  
their regalia.

Here are their heartfelt messages of  thanks.

peTer r. agaTe            Tracy Salisbury

brianna lynn arnold           My Mom, Dad & incredible Husband – I would not  
            be her today without your love and support. Thank you!

kokese J. ballou           Mom, Dad, my children & partner Darryl –  
            Thank you all for believing in me and supporting me  
            through this journey. I love you all!

alexis marie barnes           Christina Barnes

hunTer a. blaCkburn           My Family & Friends – I am so grateful for you all,  
            thank you for bringing so much happiness into my life. I  
            love you!

sarah marie bouCher           Mom, Dad & Ryan – Thank you all for pushing me  
            and believing that I could do it. Love you!

susan ann burdiCk           My Kids & Grandkids – Thank you for all the love  
            and support you gave me.

Camille alexa Caballero       In Memory of  my Grandfather – Thank you!

lionardo miguel CaJulao      My Parents – From the start you never gave up on me,  
            thank you for everything!

mikayla ashley Carlson        My Family – Thank you for always supporting me every  
            step fo the way. I love you!

gRaduaTe           honoRee



kyle lynn Casey           Loved ones in Heaven – Thank you!

roselea s. CoTrofeld           Aurora, Drew & Family – I could not have done this  
            without you!

kurTis p. Cummins           Isabella Cummins – I love you endlessly, it was all  
            for you!

anna maria d’amiCo           John D’Amico, Francesca D’Amico & Tashiana  
                                    Williams – This is for you dad…thank you. To my  
            sister, friend and children for the love and support.

lynne marie delveCChio-finn    My Mom, family, friends, Professor Argust, Dr.  
            Powell, Dr. Trevor

samanTha lee donovan          Mom, Michele LeClair – Thank you for being my  
            rock, I wouldn’t be here without you! I love you.

Jeidga C. ebanks           Ashely Jones – Thank you for everything, I couldn’t  
               have done it without you! I love you!

ChavonTe Tyronza edwards    Jennifer Garhartt – Thank you for believing in me.

Jayna J. franCis           My Family

kaiTlyn elizabeTh graham      My Family, Friends and Nursing Family – I love  
            you, couldn’t do it without you!

lynn ann hassy           My Family – Thank you all so much for putting me  
            first, now I can put you first.

Caroline kaffka           Scott & Molly Kaffka – Thank you for your love and  
            support!

melissa a. keen           My Family & Friends – Thank you for all your   
             support. You all mean the world to me. Love you!

erin paTriCia kelly           Francis Kelly

margareT h. kilTs           Stacy Kilts

aubrey leigh elizabeTh konkle My Family – Thank you for always supporting and   
                       believing in me.



kaTie ann lapishka           My Family & Friends, both old and new

shiromanie devi laTCha         Mom, Dad & Celicia – Thank you guys for being my  
            rock, I couldn’t have done this without you all!

sarah e. lawTon           My Family – I’m beyond thankful for all of  your love  
            and support. I wouldn’t be where I am today if  I didn’t  
            have you all by my side!

heidi ann mahay           Mark Mahay & Family – Thank you!

Torrin ashley manion           My Family – Couldn’t have done all this without your  
            support!

skye dominique mCkinney    Isaiah Hermitt – Thank you for being my reason to  
                        push through!

halle elisabeTh miller           My Family – Thank you for everything!!

miChael g. o’brien           My Family & Girlfriend – 10 years for an Associate’s  
            degree is pretty fast…right?

sheraldi m. pierre           Sherley Pierre – Thank you for being the biggest   
            inspiration throughout my journey.

melissa mary pisCiTella         My Sister, Jennifer Piscitella – I miss you everyday!  
            You’ve motivated me to reach my fullest potential.  
            I love you!

rebeCCa m. primero           Nick Primero – I couldn’t have done it without you!  
            Thank you so Much! I love you!

amanda J. przyChodny           Mom, Teena Przychodny – Mom, thank you for  
            always being my biggest cheerleader. I couldn’t have done  
            this without you. I hope I am half  the nurse you are.

mohanie ramsukh           My Family (Navin) – Thank you for your support.

evelyn lorraine riChards     Mom, Stephanie Shoemaker – Mom, I know you are  
            here in spirit, hope you’re proud. I love you.

alli a. rowell            My Mother – I wouldn’t be on this stage today  
            without you.



gina marie silTer           Tracy Salisbury – Thank you for always believeing in  
            me and inspiring me to be more.

rebeCCa rose sTanislowsky   My Family – Thank you for always supporting me and  
            all my crazy dreams. Love you all!

renee m. summers           Desirae & My Family – Thank you for all of  your love  
            and support on this journey. Love you all.

melaney ann szklenka           My Family & Nursing Family – Could not have made  
            it to this day without you. Love you all!

anna marie Thayer           My Mom, Dad, Husband & Daughter – Thank you  
            for always pushing me and being my rock during these  
            2 years. I could not have done this without you guys.

eriC russell Thomas           My Family, Friends and Fiancé – I’m on this stage  
            because of  you all.

marCelle a. ThornTon          Brian Thornton – Couldn’t have done this without your  
            support.

JessiCa Jenna vidal-deJesus    My Mother – I couldn’t have done it without your  
            support.

elizabeTh ashley weiss          Jessica Napoli-McNally

amber lauren winTer           Lisa Winter – This is for you, Mom. I miss you, hope  
            you’re proud.

mariviC a. yrish            Rafaela Perez – Gracias, por todo tu sacrifico!


