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Student support center
to continue O’Brien legacy

Albany
Frank O’Brien loved to see people

succeed.
That’s what his daughter, Maureen

O’Brien, remembers about her dad,
who died in 2010 at age 74 after a
battle with cancer.

This supportive legacy will be hon-
ored by Maria College, where O’Brien
served as chairman of the board of
trustees for close to 25 years before
his death.

A campaign is underway to raise
money for the Frank O’Brien Student
Support Center, which will provide
a holistic approach to help students
with diverse learning needs as well
as personal and social challenges.
Integrating academic support with
personal, physical and spiritual
services goes hand-in-hand with the
college’s mission of mercy.

“It’s exactly the kind of place my
dad would have championed,” said
O’Brien, the executive director of
government affairs at Motorola Solu-
tions who serves on the Maria College
Board of Trustees. “He was thrilled
to be chairman of the board and par-
ticipate in the Mercy mission, helping
people of all walks of life succeed.”

Frank E. O’Brien Jr. was a longtime
insurance executive who was active in
charity and educational causes in the
Capital Region and beyond.

An Albany native with deep ties to
the community, O’Brien graduated
from The Albany Academy for Boys in
1953 and later from Notre Dame. He
returned to Albany in 1960 to work
with his father, Frank E. O’Brien Sr.,
at the Fuller and O’Brien Insurance
Agency and took over the business
after his dad’s death.

O’Brien’s family, including his wife,
Mary Beth Casey O’Brien, a former
trustee at Maria College, daughter
Maureen and her husband, Paul Vogt,
opened the college’s campaign with
a gift, and fundraising took off from
there.

“We launched the public phase in
May and exceeded some of our prima-
ry funding goals,” said Helen Adams-
Keane, director of development at
Maria College. “Our first-phase goal
was to raise $300,000, which was a
success, and now we’re seeking funds
to sustain the center.”

A devout Catholic, O’Brien worked
closely with the Sisters of Mercy,

especially Sister Laureen Fitzgerald,
who served as the college’s third
president until she retired in 2012.
Thomas Gamble is now the president.

Fitzgerald, who was recently
honored with president emerita
status, and O’Brien worked together
to introduce flexible course schedules
for working adult students.

Maria College serves a nontradi-
tional student population. With an
average age of 27, some have returned
to finish a degree or are attending
part time and on weekends to prepare
for a new career.

“Our student body is not tradition-
ally prepared for college and the level
of support they need is quite signifi-
cant,” said Sister Victoria Battell, vice
president for planning and mission
integration and associate vice presi-
dent for student affairs. “They would
get lost in a bigger system, so we strive
to know them personally and what
their needs are.”

The Frank O’Brien Student Sup-
port Center will house a tutoring
center to be named after Mary Beth
Casey O’Brien as well as student
support, intervention and career ser-
vices, opportunity programs and pas-
toral care. The student support suite
will be named for Donald S. Rubin,
who served as vice chair alongside

O’Brien for more than 20 years, with
support from his son, David Rubin
and Sano-Rubin Construction.

The Mercy philosophy will be at the
heart of the center, extending support
beyond academics to give students
access to all services they need in one
place, coordinated by a new student
affairs team.

“We have events planned for Mercy
Week that will culminate with the
center’s dedication on Sept. 21, which
really takes the mission into the
future,” Battell said.

“This type of program is incred-
ible,” added O’Brien, who with
her family will support an annual
scholarship to benefit a student who
utilizes the center’s services. “It takes
young adults with learning differ-
ences and creates an environmental
where they can be successful.”
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Maria College promotes
campaign to fund center in
memory of Frank O’Brien
By Jennifer Patterson

Capital Region gives

Support learning differences

To make a donation to
the Frank O’Brien Stu-
dent Support Center
at Maria College, go to
https://www.mariacol-
lege.edu/forms/stu-
dent-support-center.

Submitted photos

The Frank O’Brien Student Support Center at Maria College will house a tutoring
center as well as student support, intervention and career services, opportunity
programs and pastoral care.

CAPITAL
REGION
GIVES

Maria College is promoting a campaign
to fund a center in memory of Frank
O’Brien, seen here with Sister Laureen
Fitzgerald.

Police probe
Troy-area fires

Troy
Investigators are prob-

ing what caused three
fires in three vacant
Lansingburgh buildings
within the span of a week,
Fire Chief Thomas Gar-
rett said Wednesday.

Law enforcement of-
ficials said it is too early to
tell if the fires are con-
nected. City, state and
federal investigators are
involved in all three cases,
the first of which has been
ruled a potential arson.

Garrett declined to
comment on the cause and
origin of any of the fires or
whether the last two are
suspicious. Troy police
have asked anyone who
saw anything suspicious
or have surveillance foot-
age from the surrounding
areas to call detectives at
518-270-4402.

The first blaze started
in a vacant Lansingburgh
home at 3 a.m. July 5 and
quickly spread to a gro-

cery store, damaging the
family-owned business.
The fire at 898 Fifth Ave.
is being investigated as
arson, Troy police said.

The second fire was
reported at 3:30 a.m.
Tuesday at the intersec-
tion of 102nd Street and
Fifth Avenue. The burned
out building was once a
home to a Moose Lodge,
which is an international
social club, Garrett said.

The third fire broke out
about 11 a.m. Wednesday
in an abandoned Park
Avenue home, Garrett
said. No other buildings
were damaged in the July
11 and 12 fires, and no one
was injured in any of the
three blazes.

City spokesman John
Salka said Troy fire crews
investigate every blaze
in the city but cannot
comment on any current
investigations.

There are 572 vacant
buildings in Troy, 54 of
which are owned by the
city, Salka said. The city
does not collect informa-
tion on which neighbor-
hoods the abandoned
structures are located in,
he said.

Uncertain whether
3 outbreaks are
at all connected
By Emily Masters

investigation

glioblastomas, they have responded
better to treatment than those
developed by older children and
adults, doctors told the Foggs.

“With aggressive treatment, we
can cure this,” said Weintraub, a
children’s cancer specialist who
is caring for Logan. “And kids can
tolerate aggressive treatment.”

That is the hope that has kept
Jennifer and her husband Kevin

going, as they see
Logan through
brains surgeries
and chemo, giving
him mini-pep talks
from the side of
the crib: “You’re
a fighter.” “Pain’s
only temporary.”
“Chicks dig scars.”

And so far, the
baby has proved that he is, in fact,
“Logan Strong,” the slogan the fam-
ily has used to move forward and
to raise funds to cover the medi-
cal expenses not covered by their
health insurance and other house-
hold costs they are incurring while
Jennifer, an independent insurance
agent, is on leave from work. A
fundraiser will be held this Satur-
day at the Midway Fire Department
in Colonie.

After two surgeries, Dr. Mat-
thew Adamo has removed most of
the tumor, Jennifer said, leaving
the remaining piece only because it
was close to where the baby’s brain
would develop memories. Logan was
scheduled to begin his fourth round
of chemo Wednesday afternoon,
a regimen that would last 21 to 29
days. Doctors are treating the tumor
aggressively, according to Jennifer,
with the goal of very long-term sur-
vival — in other words, a full life.

So far, she said, “he’s rocking it,”

responding well to treatment and
suffering fewer side effects and
complications than they’ve been
told to expect.

Logan does suffer from some
developmental delays, as might be
expected for a baby with a brain
condition who has not been out of
the hospital much in the last four
months.

But the couple was able for the
first time last week — a rare week
with the baby at their Scotia home
— to get a glimpse of his personality,
Jennifer said. She described him as
having a good combination of his
father — “laid back and chill” — and
his mother — ready to tell you when
he needed something.

Jennifer, a 40-year-old who got
fertility treatments to have her only
child, admits to a bit of fierceness
that has kept her going. She recalled
her demand to the doctor when

heading into the C-section: “God
did not give me this kid to give him
away. So you take him out and fix it.”

On Wednesday, she was the model
of composure as she talked about
Logan’s condition. It was a good day,
she said.

Still, she acknowledged, “There’s
plenty of times I just look at him and
bawl my eyes out. At the end of the
day.” Then glancing over at the crib,
she said, “He’s got a cute face.”
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Spaghetti dinner fundraiser

Where:■ Midway Fire Department, 1956
Central Ave., Colonie

When:■ 4-7 p.m. Saturday

Tickets:■ $6-$9

Paul Buckowski / times union

A quote from Winnie the Pooh sits near Logan fogg’s bed at Albany medical
Center Hospital. A cancerous brain tumor was found after he was born.

Logan fogg sleeps at Albany medical
Center Hospital, where he has spent
most of his life.

properties such as ware-
houses that are converted
to mixed-use buildings
with both commercial and
residential areas.

One location called out
for the improper break
was 17 Chapel — a condo-
minium complex where
individuals purchased
units when it was first
built about four years ago.

There are 51 units in
the city receiving the 485-
a tax abatements and 24
of them are at 17 Chapel
St.

It’s unclear whether
eight additional units are
properly receiving the
exemption, which will be
investigated. However,
city officials have said the
rest are mixed use and
warrant the exemption.

The law firm selected
provides counsel to busi-
nesses, governmental
entities, nonprofit insti-
tutions and individuals
throughout the country
and world on an array of
legal topics, including tax
credits and disputes, real
estate and construction.

The city did not put out
a request-for-proposal
when seeking a law firm to
investigate, Shea said.

Hodgson Russ’ clients
include the Albany City
Industrial Development
Agency and Albany Park-
ing Authority.

The law firm’s interfac-
ing with the IDA is ben-
eficial, however, Shea said
the firm was selected for
the expertise and capacity
for a quick turnaround.
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j. Fogg• Stair Lifts • Elevators
• Wheelchair Lifts • Ramps

Stair LiftsResidential ElevatorsPlatform Lifts

SALES•SERVICE•RENTALS•BUYBACKS
Visit our display center & see which lift is right for you

Locally owned and operated
by EazyLift Albany, LLC.

Lift Company
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EazyLift Albany Division

836 Troy Schenectady Rd (Rt 7) Latham, NY

888-558-LIFT
Formerly EAZYLIFT of Albany
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$200 OFF
The Purchase of any Stair LiftT
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518.272.0643 • www.romanation.com
Expert Watch & Jewelry Repair

Romanation Jewelers has the timeless gift you’ve been searching for.

WE BUY
GOLD

Diamonds &
Precious Gemstones

Antique, Estate
& Contemporary

Jewelry
Antique

Reproductions
Bulova, Obaku

& Citizen Watches
Bulova & Howard
Miller Clocks

Birthstone
of the
Month

RUBY
20%OFF
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UNIQUE & ANTIQUE

Expert
Watch &
Jewelry
Repair

48 Third St., Troy


