
The 62nd CommenCemenT

Class of 2024

sunday, may 19, 2024, 1:00 p.m.
empire sTaTe plaza 

279 madison ave, albany, ny 12242

Maria College founded by the Sisters of  Mercy.



“We should be shining lamps, 
giving light to all around us.”

C A T H E R I N E  M C A U L E Y



Program

AcAdemic Procession
PomP and CirCumstanCe • the national anthem

anne devlin, maCe Bearer

GreetinG
diamond dorsey

invocAtion
Keylon l. Cheeseman, Ph.d.

Welcome
lynn ortale, Ph.d., President

the mcAuley AWArd for distinGuished service
virginia arBour, Board memBer

honoree
sister Katherine ‘Kay’ graBer, rsm ’61

siGnificAnce of honorAry deGrees 
 andrew Kaufman, viCe Chair, Board of trustees

AWArdinG of honorAry doctorAte of humAne letters honorees
 ellen J. argust, ms, rn, Cnor

honorees
harris oBerlander  

mary Jo laPosta, Ph.d., rn, nea-BC 
sister gail waring, rsm ‘63

introduction of commencement sPeAker
Peter Byrne, Ph.d.

commencment messAGe to GrAduAtes
harris oBerlander

PresentAtion of cAndidAtes for BAchelor & 
AssociAtes deGrees And certificAtes of study 

anne s. Jung, Ph.d., viCe President of aCademiC affairs

conferrinG of deGrees
lynn ortale, Ph.d., President

Alumni Welcome
viCKi dilorenzo, viCe President for institutional advanCement

rite of commissioninG And Benediction
tara flanagan, Ph.d., Chief mission offiCer

recessionAl
*Please remain in place until all graduates have recessed.



mission and values

maria is a CatholiC College sPonsored By the sisters of merCy and 
animated By the merCy Charism. it Provides Career-relevant, oPPortunity 
eduCation in the Context of the CatholiC intelleCtual tradition to all 
who Can Benefit from it. maria is Committed to outstanding and holistiC 
student suPPort serviCes, finanCial sustainaBility, and the PurPosive use 
of evidenCe to drive institutional renewal and student suCCess. maria 
seeKs to foster graduates who reCognize and resPeCt the dignity of every 
human Person and who will transform their Knowledge and sKill into 
Caring and ComPassionate serviCe to others.

Service - Caring and compassionate service to others, in the Mercy 
Tradition, is offered to all, especially to those in need, both on campus and in 
the wider community.

Scholarship - Scholarship is nurtured in the relationships that arouse and 
nourish the spiritual gift of  justice and belief  in integrity, not primarily for 
one’s own sake, but for the service of  others.

Justice - Maria College is committed to opportunity eduction, a belief  in 
fair and transparent practices, and a respect of  the rights and duties of  each 
individual. We educate and advocate for social justice, focusing on the Critical 
Concerns of  the Sisters of  Mercy.

Diversity - Diversity aims to create and support an inter-cultural 
environment that is strengthened by the development of  each individual, the 
recognition of  unique backgrounds, and respect for diverging perspectives.

Hospitality - Maria College is marked by a dedication to diversity and 
inclusion and a warm and generous welcome to all, as well as compassionate 
outreach to both campus and community members and groups.



symBols and traditions

The custom of  wearing academic regalia dates back to the 12th century when 
caps and gowns marked the formal admission to the body of  Masters. The 
gowns served a practical purpose to protect teachers from the cold buildings 
of  the time. Many of  these early teachers were monks; therefore the hoods 
resembled a monk’s cowl that attached to the gown and could be pulled over 
the head. Later versions featured a detached hood.

Regalia

The European tradition of  academic regalia traveled to the United States. 
In 1895, the United States adopted a specific code for academic apparel that 
has had slight modifications since its adoption. Until the Civil War, students 
at most American universities wore caps and gowns daily while in residence. 
Today, the academic regalia is reserved for special occasions like inauguration 
and commencement ceremonies.

The gown

The gown is made from a black material, or signifying colors of  the 
institution, with varying degrees of  fullness. The sleeves indicate a 
person’s academic credentials. Those with a bachelor’s degree have long, 
pointed sleeves and the gown is worn with a closed front. A person with a 
master’s degree wears the gown open with a distinctive full-length square 
sleeves that are crescent shaped at the bottom. The doctoral gowns are 
worn closed and have velvet panels on the front with full, round open 
sleeves with three cheverons. Presidential regalia has four chevrons.

The hood

Academic hoods tell an individual’s academic story. The hood is three and 
a half  feet long and has velvet edging. The colors of  the edging indicate 
the discipline: apricot (nursing), brown (architecture and fine arts), citron 
yellow (social work), crimson (journalism/communications), dark blue 
(philosophy), gold (science), green (medicine), lemon (library science), 
light blue (education), drab (business), orange (engineering), peacock blue 
(public administration), pink (music), purple (law), sage green (physical 
education), scarlet (theology), and white (arts and humanities).



The Cap

Academic caps vary by institution. Some use black mortarboards with 
black or colored tassels that relate to the conferred degree. Gold tassels 
are frequently worn for doctoral degrees. Some institutions have adopted 
a tam instead of  the traditional mortarboard.

Regalia foR pResidenT oRTale

President Ortale wears a specially designed gown of  Maria College blue 
with four navy chevrons indicating her rank as President. The gown 
includes the new College icon, created to include the design of  the 
stained-glass windows found in Marian Hall. The velvet of  her hood 
is dark blue and gold, representing her Ph.D. with satin blue and gold 
representing Maria College. Her eight-sided tam is topped with a metallic 
gold tassel.

College MaCe

Maria College ceremonial occasions begin with the entrance of  the College 
mace, carried by a designated mace bearer. The mace bearer for the 
Commencement ceremony of  Maria College is Assistant Professor of  English 
and Senior Academic Advisor, Anne Devlin, MA.

The mace symbolizes the College’s governing authority and is present only 
when the president and trustees are in attendance. It signifies the proceedings 
have official sanction.

The tradition of  the mace derives from medieval times in England, when 
the mace was held by a bodyguard for dignitaries at ceremonial functions. 
Ceremonial maces are used by governing bodies worldwide, including the U.S. 
House of  Representatives and the British Parliament. 

The College seal

“The Divine Lord is present in our midst to aid us in every difficulty, to enable 
us to surmount every obstacle on our way to His kingdom.” 

- Catherine McAuley



The Maria College seal combines a series of  symbols characterizing the 
purpose, not only of  the College, but also of  the Sisters of  Mercy who 
established the College. The name “Maria” honors Our Lady of  Mercy, 
patroness of  the Sister of  Mercy.

An open book, the heraldic indication of  a college, occupies the center field of  
the seal. On the left is a shield with red and gold bars topped with a Maltese 
cross. This shield connotes Mercy, the essence of  all Divine attributes and the 
distinctive feature of  the humanitarian objectives undertaken by the Foundress 
of  the Sisters of  Mercy, Catherine McAuley. The Chi-Rho on the right 
represents the Christocentric training, the core of  the College curriculum.

The crown at the top-center is a tribute to the patroness of  Maria College, the 
Queen of  Heaven. A cross reaching from crown to book symbolizes the far-
reaching principles permeating all phases of  Maria College life. 

The pResidenTial Medallion

Each president of  Maria College has worn a medallion embossed with the seal 
of  the College and the names and tenure of  each past president. President 
Ortale, sixth president of  Maria College, will wear the chain today for Maria 
College’s 62nd Commencement ceremony.



healTh & oCCupaTional sCienCes

	 **  lisa m. andrews

	 Ω	 	Kendra	M.	Leonardo

	   imani J.  lovett

   veroniCa m. mayhew

	 Ω	 	Moises	a.	saManiego

 *  Katherine Kay wetmore

 
healThCaRe ManageMenT

 *  razan Kamal mohamad 

nuRsing Rn-Bs CoMpleTion

 ***    leahanne C. BeoJeKian

 ***  laurie anne Borge

            lisa marie Catalano

	 **    geraldine a. Colliton

	     saBrina lee Cross

v***  sonJa marie diCKerman

	 **    elizaBeth m. diCKinson

     shannon hiBBs

				**    ana Cristina horJa

	     China houston

	v***    raChel anne isolda

     **   melissa J. Johnsen

 Nursing continued
 **    Casandra P. Kent

 **  sarah marsett

 v*    thomas angelo PotenCiano 
	 	   Juanita C. walters

	v***  miChelle ashley weinBerg

psyChology

 **  franKlin i. anyaneChi

	 *  emily Paige grinnell

 *  taBitha noel morelli

 =***  taylor marie ramirez

 **  lisa m. williams

 *  Casey rayn young

   mariviC a. yrish

 *  samuel Brighton zuze

BAchelor of science

the Class of 2024

* honors     ** high honors     *** highest honors

= Phi theta KaPPa honor soCiety   v omiCron sigma ChaPter sigma theta tau international honor soCiety of nursing

Ω	degree/certificate	requireMents	wiLL	be	coMpLeted	by	august	2024

oCCupaTional TheRapy

	   dwan alston

   dorothy harrison

	   Kellie emma marie Konye

   alexandra C. tofte

	

mAster of science

Degree Celebration was held August 20, 2023.



nuRsing

     Julia marie aBBatiello

   Kelsie mae adams

   alliyah azeemBaKsh

 **  nadalie mCgarvey Barendse

   maronda Crystal Basdeo

 =***  raChel viCtoria Bender

 =**  CandaCe Jean Bernitt

   noel graCe Berthoty

 =*  susan m. Blyth

   Jennifer BusCh

   emily Bea Butler

   Kyra aileen Byrne

	     sven C.d. Ceniza

   Coralie BenediCte ChamPagne

   venesa d. Christian

   Kylie Jean Cotugno 
   armando CresCenzi

   stasha miChele Cuzdey

	   James m. CzerePinsKi

 *  adriana  Brielle dalo 
   miChelle emily d’amiCo

 *  Jordyn niCole delguidiCe

   madeline graCe demers

   lauren n. diCarlo

   Conor d. ditroia

   samantha lee dixon

   diamond dorsey

   shaneil a. dunCan

   Judith ann ellis

 *  lily reBeCCa evers

   Ciara Cristen ferguson

 *  Krystal marie fernandez

 *  Chanze d. filiPPi

Nursing continued 
        *   sharriCe marie fitzgerald

 *  reBeKah d. garCia 
 =***  Cynthia Jean garvey

 =**  Jesus gomez

   melissa retha gonzalez

 =**  mCKennalee gloria gordon

   shashownah i. grimes

 *  soPhia-marie ann groves

   darnelle annie guerrier

	   meaghan Colleen gurwitz

 =***  diana d harrynarine

   hailee elizaBeth hart

   alyssa lynn hawKs

	   mayanna rose-lynn hayhurst

   virginia lynn heBner

   aleCia anne hennessy

   Justin alexander JaCKson

 ***  Jasmine leigh James

 *  elizaBeth Carney Jensen

   Jammi m. JesionowsKi

   samantha m. Klima

   Jennifer marie laCKie-shooK

   Kayla mary lafranK

   reBeCCa t. laPins

 *  raChael s. lashway

   Cheryl marie latta

   Britnie a. litts

 *  armish gul masih

   Jill a. mason

	 	 	aquiLa	aLexandri	McfarLane
   amanda marie medina 
 *  alaina graCe meo

   shayla a. moore

   elisaBeth mCKenzie morehouse

AssociAte in APPlied science

* honors     ** high honors     *** highest honors

= Phi theta KaPPa honor soCiety   v omiCron sigma ChaPter sigma theta tau international honor soCiety of nursing

Ω	degree/certificate	requireMents	wiLL	be	coMpLeted	by	august	2024

the Class of 2024



 Nursing continued
 *  valerie louise mussey

 *  migdalia nova

 *  Jennifer o’toole

 *  arianna J. Pahl

   Brianna r. Paige

   Julieanna m. PalomBo 
 *  adam s. Patterson

 =*  JessiCa Pennings

 *  vashti Persaud

   angela Persaud 
 ***  ella noelle PhilBin

   Kamlyn Pitt

   Kasey Corinne PszeniCzny

   aleKsandra PuzdrowsKa

 =**  JosePhine danielle ragosta

   angela r. ramlall-latiff

 *  sherrina antoinette rhoden

   Courtney Christine roBarge

 ***  Bryana a. sanChez

   merCedes sauer

   faith sChmitt

	   madison elizaBeth sChunK

 =***  feliCia Jeanelle short

 *  Jordan elizaBeth  simmons

 *  alPhi annie simon

   Katie e. smi

   Cristina leigh smith 
 *  amanda r. soden

   laura m. sPina

 =  shannon n. stanton

   haylie rose stoCKley

	 *  alyssa niCole terry

 *  erin JosePhine thiessen

   lara Joanne tiPPle

 =***  PorsCha van dyKe

   ashley vanegas

 =*	 	JacqueLin	rosa	VidaL

   raChel marie villanova

 *  taylor a. von sChrader

   emma Christine wade

 =***  Chelsea mari welsh

   marissa linn wilhelm

 *  soPhey tessa willis

   emily Jean woodruff

   Caleigh graCe woods

 
oCCupaTional TheRapy assisTanT

 ***  hila BelsKy

	 ***  raChel meCKes Brundage

   gaBriella m. Cruzado

 **  Casey lee gregory

	 =**  matthew Peter hoPPer

 ***  Keith n. horne

   lauren a. iaCovelli

   Kendra m. leonardo

   imani J. lovett

   veroniCa m. mayhew

	 **  timothy miChael monroe

	 Ω	 	aLison	o.	sposato	
 ***  sydney m. stowell

 ** Ω	 	cache	taffe

 *  Jennie uPadhyaya

  *** Ω	 	oLiVia	ZieLasKowsKi

   

 Nursing continued

the Class of 2024

* honors     ** high honors     *** highest honors

= Phi theta KaPPa honor soCiety   v omiCron sigma ChaPter sigma theta tau international honor soCiety of nursing

Ω	degree/certificate	requireMents	wiLL	be	coMpLeted	by	august	2024



certificAte ProGrAm

pRaCTiCal nuRse

     aBiola r. adeJumo

     Kayla marie arCher

     Parrie deon BostiCK

     JacqueLine	theresa	christine	brisee

     morgan PatriCia Brownell

     heather BuCKland

     selena marie CoBian

     BrooKe marie Colvin

     gaBrielle lea dunn

     luKe thomas dutCher

     Carina esPinal

     elianie figueroa 
     natassia C. fitzgerald 
     hoPe viCtoria gadomsKi

     guadaluPe gomez torralBa 
     Kayla larriÃ gross

     Byadir g. haBiBalla 
     Cynthia marie hitChCoCK 
     stePhanie yvette hodges

     anashtaâ shivonda holloway 
     emma s. itsKov 
     shannel eBony JaCKson 
     JessiCa ann Johannesen 
     BarBara a. Jones 
     tiffany danielle Kaiser 

     
           traCy l. Kohls 
     mariarosa KonoPKa 
     sarah rose lorette 
     theressa louis 
     flora K. mamedova 
     Brittany l. mCCumBer 
     eriCa miChelle mCrae-young 
     hannah J. miller 
     sandra miorin 
     farzana nasri  
     Chastity s. orellanes 
     Purity naimah rahman- morgan 
     miChael hannah roCK 
     daKwan m. rodriguez 
     levie ortado seCor 
     deBBony o. smalls 
     daniel n. smith

     alyssa m. stell

	 				shaquahnah	J.	streeter
	 				MigueLina	VasqueZ	-Ketter	
     lisa  m. vaughn 
     lKrh J. walKer

     danielle lee whitehill 
     niCole louise whiting

     shaina lee willwerth 

AssociAte in science

Practical Nurse continued

geneRal sTudies

   mae riley ClarKe

   ryan marK woods

the Class of 2024

* honors     ** high honors     *** highest honors

= Phi theta KaPPa honor soCiety   v omiCron sigma ChaPter sigma theta tau international honor soCiety of nursing

Ω	degree/certificate	requireMents	wiLL	be	coMpLeted	by	august	2024

Degree candidacy for the above is based on academic information effective 
May 18, 2024, and is subject to adjustments until the records are finalized.



Board of trustees

mary Jo laPosta, Ph.d., ms, rn, Board Chair

andrew J. Kaufman, viCe Chair 
sister Kathleen Pritty ‘66, rsm, seCretary

virginia arBour, treasurer

lynn ortale, Ph.d., President

 
JosePh Bonilla, Jr. 
miChael t. Cassidy

Paula Colarusso

bartLey	J.	costeLLo,	esq.	
edward f. garrigan, Pls

sister Jean mCginty ‘62, rsm, msn, rn 
Carole montePare ‘71

sister ellen murray, rsm, Ph.d. 
thomas nardaCCi

Kathleen owens, Ph.d.
thomas w. roBert 

Jeffrey weiss 
maureen wendell



700 new sCoTland avenue

albany, new yorK 12208
mariacollege.edu


