
The 62nd Commencement

Class of 2024

Sunday, May 19, 2024, 1:00 p.m.
Empire State Plaza 

279 Madison Ave, Albany, NY 12242

Maria College founded by the Sisters of  Mercy.



“We should be shining lamps, 
giving light to all around us.”

C A T H E R I N E  M C A U L E Y



Program

Academic Procession
Pomp And Circumstance • The National Anthem

Anne Devlin, Mace Bearer

Greeting
Diamond Dorsey

Invocation
Keylon L. Cheeseman, Ph.D.

Welcome
Lynn Ortale, Ph.D., President

The McAuley Award for Distinguished Service
Virginia Arbour, Board Member

Honoree
Sister Katherine ‘Kay’ Graber, RSM ’61

Significance of Honorary Degrees 
 Andrew Kaufman, Vice Chair, Board of Trustees

Awarding of Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters Honorees
 Ellen J. Argust, MS, RN, CNOR

Honorees
Harris Oberlander  

Mary Jo LaPosta, Ph.D., RN, NEA-BC 
Sister Gail Waring, RSM ‘63

Introduction of Commencement Speaker
Peter Byrne, Ph.D.

Commencment Message to Graduates
Harris Oberlander

Presentation of Candidates for Bachelor & 
Associates Degrees and Certificates of Study 

Anne S. Jung, Ph.D., Vice President of Academic Affairs

Conferring of Degrees
Lynn Ortale, Ph.D., President

Alumni Welcome
Vicki DiLorenzo, Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Rite of Commissioning and Benediction
Tara Flanagan, Ph.D., Chief Mission Officer

Recessional
*Please remain in place until all graduates have recessed.



Mission and Values

Maria is a Catholic college sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy and 
animated by the Mercy charism. It provides career-relevant, opportunity 
education in the context of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition to all 
who can benefit from it. Maria is committed to outstanding and holistic 
student support services, financial sustainability, and the purposive use 
of evidence to drive institutional renewal and student success. Maria 
seeks to foster graduates who recognize and respect the dignity of every 
human person and who will transform their knowledge and skill into 
caring and compassionate service to others.

Service - Caring and compassionate service to others, in the Mercy 
Tradition, is offered to all, especially to those in need, both on campus and in 
the wider community.

Scholarship - Scholarship is nurtured in the relationships that arouse and 
nourish the spiritual gift of  justice and belief  in integrity, not primarily for 
one’s own sake, but for the service of  others.

Justice - Maria College is committed to opportunity eduction, a belief  in 
fair and transparent practices, and a respect of  the rights and duties of  each 
individual. We educate and advocate for social justice, focusing on the Critical 
Concerns of  the Sisters of  Mercy.

Diversity - Diversity aims to create and support an inter-cultural 
environment that is strengthened by the development of  each individual, the 
recognition of  unique backgrounds, and respect for diverging perspectives.

Hospitality - Maria College is marked by a dedication to diversity and 
inclusion and a warm and generous welcome to all, as well as compassionate 
outreach to both campus and community members and groups.



Symbols and Traditions

The custom of  wearing academic regalia dates back to the 12th century when 
caps and gowns marked the formal admission to the body of  Masters. The 
gowns served a practical purpose to protect teachers from the cold buildings 
of  the time. Many of  these early teachers were monks; therefore the hoods 
resembled a monk’s cowl that attached to the gown and could be pulled over 
the head. Later versions featured a detached hood.

Regalia

The European tradition of  academic regalia traveled to the United States. 
In 1895, the United States adopted a specific code for academic apparel that 
has had slight modifications since its adoption. Until the Civil War, students 
at most American universities wore caps and gowns daily while in residence. 
Today, the academic regalia is reserved for special occasions like inauguration 
and commencement ceremonies.

The Gown

The gown is made from a black material, or signifying colors of  the 
institution, with varying degrees of  fullness. The sleeves indicate a 
person’s academic credentials. Those with a bachelor’s degree have long, 
pointed sleeves and the gown is worn with a closed front. A person with a 
master’s degree wears the gown open with a distinctive full-length square 
sleeves that are crescent shaped at the bottom. The doctoral gowns are 
worn closed and have velvet panels on the front with full, round open 
sleeves with three cheverons. Presidential regalia has four chevrons.

The Hood

Academic hoods tell an individual’s academic story. The hood is three and 
a half  feet long and has velvet edging. The colors of  the edging indicate 
the discipline: apricot (nursing), brown (architecture and fine arts), citron 
yellow (social work), crimson (journalism/communications), dark blue 
(philosophy), gold (science), green (medicine), lemon (library science), 
light blue (education), drab (business), orange (engineering), peacock blue 
(public administration), pink (music), purple (law), sage green (physical 
education), scarlet (theology), and white (arts and humanities).



The Cap

Academic caps vary by institution. Some use black mortarboards with 
black or colored tassels that relate to the conferred degree. Gold tassels 
are frequently worn for doctoral degrees. Some institutions have adopted 
a tam instead of  the traditional mortarboard.

Regalia for President Ortale

President Ortale wears a specially designed gown of  Maria College blue 
with four navy chevrons indicating her rank as President. The gown 
includes the new College icon, created to include the design of  the 
stained-glass windows found in Marian Hall. The velvet of  her hood 
is dark blue and gold, representing her Ph.D. with satin blue and gold 
representing Maria College. Her eight-sided tam is topped with a metallic 
gold tassel.

College Mace

Maria College ceremonial occasions begin with the entrance of  the College 
mace, carried by a designated mace bearer. The mace bearer for the 
Commencement ceremony of  Maria College is Assistant Professor of  English 
and Senior Academic Advisor, Anne Devlin, MA.

The mace symbolizes the College’s governing authority and is present only 
when the president and trustees are in attendance. It signifies the proceedings 
have official sanction.

The tradition of  the mace derives from medieval times in England, when 
the mace was held by a bodyguard for dignitaries at ceremonial functions. 
Ceremonial maces are used by governing bodies worldwide, including the U.S. 
House of  Representatives and the British Parliament. 

The College Seal

“The Divine Lord is present in our midst to aid us in every difficulty, to enable 
us to surmount every obstacle on our way to His kingdom.” 

- Catherine McAuley



The Maria College seal combines a series of  symbols characterizing the 
purpose, not only of  the College, but also of  the Sisters of  Mercy who 
established the College. The name “Maria” honors Our Lady of  Mercy, 
patroness of  the Sister of  Mercy.

An open book, the heraldic indication of  a college, occupies the center field of  
the seal. On the left is a shield with red and gold bars topped with a Maltese 
cross. This shield connotes Mercy, the essence of  all Divine attributes and the 
distinctive feature of  the humanitarian objectives undertaken by the Foundress 
of  the Sisters of  Mercy, Catherine McAuley. The Chi-Rho on the right 
represents the Christocentric training, the core of  the College curriculum.

The crown at the top-center is a tribute to the patroness of  Maria College, the 
Queen of  Heaven. A cross reaching from crown to book symbolizes the far-
reaching principles permeating all phases of  Maria College life. 

The Presidential Medallion

Each president of  Maria College has worn a medallion embossed with the seal 
of  the College and the names and tenure of  each past president. President 
Ortale, sixth president of  Maria College, will wear the chain today for Maria 
College’s 62nd Commencement ceremony.



Health & Occupational Sciences

	 **		L isa M. Andrews

	 Ω	 	Kendra M. Leonardo

	 		I mani J.  Lovett

			V  eronica M. Mayhew

	 Ω	 	Moises A. Samaniego

	 *		 Katherine Kay Wetmore

	
Healthcare Management

	 *		R azan Kamal Mohamad	

Nursing RN-BS Completion

	 ***   	Leahanne C. Beojekian

	 ***		L aurie Anne Borge

            Lisa Marie Catalano

	 **   	Geraldine A. Colliton

	    	Sabrina Lee Cross

v***		S onja Marie Dickerman

	 **	   Elizabeth M. Dickinson

		    Shannon Hibbs

    **  		Ana Cristina Horja

	    	China Houston

	v***  	 Rachel Anne Isolda

     **   Melissa J. Johnsen

	Nursing continued
	 **	   Casandra P. Kent

	 **		S arah Marsett

	 v* 	  Thomas Angelo Potenciano	
	 	   Juanita C. Walters

	v***		M ichelle Ashley Weinberg

Psychology

	 **		F ranklin I. Anyanechi

	 *		E mily Paige Grinnell

	 *		T abitha Noel Morelli

	=***		T aylor Marie Ramirez

	 **		L isa M. Williams

	 *		 Casey Rayn Young

			M  arivic A. Yrish

	 *		S amuel Brighton Zuze

Bachelor of Science

The Class of 2024

* honors     ** high honors     *** highest honors

= phi theta kappa honor society   v omicron sigma chapter sigma theta tau international honor society of nursing

Ω degree/certificate requirements will be completed by august 2024

Occupational Therapy

	 		D wan Alston

			D  orothy Harrison

	 		 Kellie Emma Marie Konye

			A  lexandra C. Tofte

	

Master of Science

Degree Celebration was held August 20, 2023.



Nursing

	    	Julia Marie Abbatiello

			  Kelsie Mae Adams

			A  lliyah Azeembaksh

	 **		N adalie McGarvey Barendse

			M  aronda Crystal Basdeo

	=***		R achel Victoria Bender

	 =**		 Candace Jean Bernitt

			N  oel Grace Berthoty

	 =*		S usan M. Blyth

			  Jennifer Busch

			E  mily Bea Butler

			  Kyra Aileen Byrne

	    	Sven C.D. Ceniza

			  Coralie Benedicte Champagne

			V  enesa D. Christian

			  Kylie Jean Cotugno 
			A  rmando Crescenzi

			S  tasha Michele Cuzdey

	 		 James M. Czerepinski

	 *		A driana  Brielle Dalo 
			M  ichelle Emily D’Amico

	 *		 Jordyn Nicole DelGuidice

			M  adeline Grace Demers

			L  auren N. DiCarlo

			  Conor D. Ditroia

			S  amantha Lee Dixon

			D  iamond Dorsey

			S  haneil A. Duncan

			  Judith Ann Ellis

	 *		L ily Rebecca Evers

			  Ciara Cristen Ferguson

	 *		 Krystal Marie Fernandez

	 *		 Chanze D. Filippi

Nursing continued 
        *   Sharrice Marie Fitzgerald

	 *		R ebekah D. Garcia 
	=***		 Cynthia Jean Garvey

	 =**		 Jesus Gomez

			M  elissa Retha Gonzalez

	 =**		M cKennaLee Gloria Gordon

			S  hashownah I. Grimes

	 *		S ophia-Marie Ann Groves

			D  arnelle Annie Guerrier

	 		M eaghan Colleen Gurwitz

	=***		D iana D Harrynarine

			H  ailee Elizabeth Hart

			A  lyssa Lynn Hawks

	 		M ayanna Rose-Lynn Hayhurst

			V  irginia Lynn Hebner

			A  lecia Anne Hennessy

			  Justin Alexander Jackson

	 ***		 Jasmine Leigh James

	 *		E lizabeth Carney Jensen

			  Jammi M. Jesionowski

			S  amantha M. Klima

			  Jennifer Marie Lackie-Shook

			  Kayla Mary LaFrank

			R  ebecca T. Lapins

	 *		R achael S. Lashway

			  Cheryl Marie Latta

			  Britnie A. Litts

	 *		A rmish Gul Masih

			  Jill A. Mason

	 	 	Aquila Alexandri McFarlane
			A  manda Marie Medina 
	 *		A laina Grace Meo

			S  hayla A. Moore

			E  lisabeth Mckenzie Morehouse

Associate in Applied Science

* honors     ** high honors     *** highest honors

= phi theta kappa honor society   v omicron sigma chapter sigma theta tau international honor society of nursing

Ω degree/certificate requirements will be completed by august 2024

The Class of 2024



 Nursing continued
	 *		V alerie Louise Mussey

	 *		M igdalia Nova

	 *		 Jennifer O’Toole

	 *		A rianna J. Pahl

			  Brianna R. Paige

			  Julieanna M. Palombo 
	 *		A dam S. Patterson

	 =*		 Jessica Pennings

	 *		V ashti Persaud

			A  ngela Persaud 
	 ***		E lla Noelle Philbin

			  Kamlyn Pitt

			  Kasey Corinne Pszeniczny

			A  leksandra Puzdrowska

	 =**		 Josephine Danielle Ragosta

			A  ngela R. Ramlall-Latiff

	 *		S herrina Antoinette Rhoden

			  Courtney Christine Robarge

	 ***		 Bryana A. Sanchez

			M  ercedes Sauer

			F  aith Schmitt

	 		M adison Elizabeth Schunk

	=***		F elicia Jeanelle Short

	 *		 Jordan Elizabeth  Simmons

	 *		A lphi Annie Simon

			  Katie E. Smi

			  Cristina Leigh Smith 
	 *		A manda R. Soden

			L  aura M. Spina

	 =		S hannon N. Stanton

			H  aylie Rose Stockley

	 *		A lyssa Nicole Terry

	 *		E rin Josephine Thiessen

			L  ara Joanne Tipple

	=***		 Porscha Van Dyke

			A  shley Vanegas

	 =*	 	Jacquelin Rosa Vidal

			R  achel Marie Villanova

	 *		T aylor A. Von Schrader

			E  mma Christine Wade

	=***		 Chelsea Mari Welsh

			M  arissa Linn Wilhelm

	 *		S ophey Tessa Willis

			E  mily Jean Woodruff

			  Caleigh Grace Woods

	
Occupational Therapy Assistant

	 ***		H ila Belsky

	 ***		R achel Meckes Brundage

			G  abriella M. Cruzado

	 **		 Casey Lee Gregory

	 =**		M atthew Peter Hopper

	 ***		 Keith N. Horne

			L  auren A. Iacovelli

			  Kendra M. Leonardo

			I  mani J. Lovett

			V  eronica M. Mayhew

	 **		T imothy Michael Monroe

	 Ω	 	Alison O. Sposato 
	 ***		S ydney M. Stowell

	** Ω	 	Cache Taffe

	 *		 Jennie Upadhyaya

 	*** Ω	 	Olivia Zielaskowski

			 

 Nursing continued

The Class of 2024

* honors     ** high honors     *** highest honors

= phi theta kappa honor society   v omicron sigma chapter sigma theta tau international honor society of nursing

Ω degree/certificate requirements will be completed by august 2024



Certificate Program

Practical Nurse

	    	Abiola R. Adejumo

		    Kayla Marie Archer

		    Parrie Deon Bostick

	    	Jacqueline Theresa Christine Brisee

		    Morgan Patricia Brownell

		    Heather Buckland

		    Selena Marie Cobian

		    Brooke Marie Colvin

		    Gabrielle Lea Dunn

		    Luke Thomas Dutcher

		    Carina Espinal

		    Elianie Figueroa 
		    Natassia C. Fitzgerald 
		    Hope Victoria Gadomski

		    Guadalupe Gomez Torralba 
		    Kayla LarriÃ Gross

		    Byadir G. Habiballa 
		    Cynthia Marie Hitchcock 
		    Stephanie Yvette Hodges

		    Anashtaâ Shivonda Holloway 
		    Emma S. Itskov 
		    Shannel Ebony Jackson 
	    	Jessica Ann Johannesen 
		    Barbara A. Jones 
		    Tiffany Danielle Kaiser 

		     
           Tracy L. Kohls 
		    MariaRosa Konopka 
		    Sarah Rose Lorette 
		    Theressa Louis 
		    Flora K. Mamedova 
		    Brittany L. McCumber 
		    Erica Michelle McRae-Young 
		    Hannah J. Miller 
		    Sandra Miorin 
		    Farzana Nasri  
		    Chastity S. Orellanes 
		    Purity Naimah Rahman- Morgan 
		    Michael Hannah Rock 
		    Dakwan M. Rodriguez 
		    Levie Ortado Secor 
		    Debbony O. Smalls 
		    Daniel N. Smith

		    Alyssa M. Stell

	 	   Shaquahnah J. Streeter
	 	   Miguelina Vasquez -Ketter 
		    Lisa  M. Vaughn 
		    Lkrh J. Walker

		    Danielle Lee Whitehill 
		    Nicole Louise Whiting

		    Shaina Lee Willwerth 

Associate in Science

Practical Nurse continued

General Studies

			M  ae Riley Clarke

			R  yan Mark Woods

The Class of 2024

* honors     ** high honors     *** highest honors

= phi theta kappa honor society   v omicron sigma chapter sigma theta tau international honor society of nursing

Ω degree/certificate requirements will be completed by august 2024

Degree candidacy for the above is based on academic information effective 
May 18, 2024, and is subject to adjustments until the records are finalized.



Board of Trustees

Mary Jo LaPosta, Ph.D., MS, RN, Board Chair

Andrew J. Kaufman, Vice Chair 
Sister Kathleen Pritty ‘66, RSM, Secretary

Virginia Arbour, Treasurer

Lynn Ortale, Ph.D., President

 
Joseph Bonilla, Jr. 
Michael T. Cassidy

Paula Colarusso

Bartley J. Costello, Esq. 
Edward F. Garrigan, PLS

Sister Jean McGinty ‘62, RSM, MSN, RN 
Carole Montepare ‘71

Sister Ellen Murray, RSM, Ph.D. 
Thomas Nardacci

Kathleen Owens, Ph.D.
Thomas W. Robert 

Jeffrey Weiss 
Maureen Wendell



700 New Scotland Avenue

Albany, New York 12208
mariacollege.edu


